maintained that humanity, and not mere sentiment,
demanded that such steps as she suggested be taken.
The Empress gave examples of what she had seen,
and pleaded so earnestly on behalf of the young
prisoners that it was finally decided by the commit-
tee to draft the children gradually into the various
agricultural penitentiaries then existing.

It cannot be denied that the obstacles which had
been foreseen did arise. None were more opposed
to the proposal than the managers of the agricul-
tural colonies or penitentiaries, who feared the evil
effects which might accrue from the introduction of
undisciplined, and in many cases vicious, children,
among those who had already* been disciplined and
improved by regular and healthy work. But these
objections were over-ridden, and the change of treat-
ment brought about more rapid and better results
than had been expected. In the fresh country air,
under the healthy influence of congenial work and
contact with fairly disciplined children, some mar-
velous changes took place.,

Whenever I speak of this campaign for the
amelioration of the lot of imprisoned youth, I al-
ways enjoy relating the following example of the
success of Eug'enie's plan. It was that of a boy of
sixteen who, with a party of fifty others, was trans-
ferred to Citeaux, tfte famous abbey near Nuits,
turned into an industrial and agricultural peniten-
tiary for juvenile offenders. He had been specially
noted for his coarse and defiant nature. He prided
himself on being a ((prison bird" and declared his
intention of remaining one. He would listen to no
counsel and spurned the efforts of all who tried to
take an interest in him. But this agricultural sys-
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